SRIDATTA AND VIKRAMASAKTI            107

When she had said this, the goddess disappeared; and
Kalanemi in course of time became very rich; moreover,
after some days a son was born to him. So the father,
whose desires were now accomplished, called that son
Sridatta,1 because he had been obtained by the favour of the
Goddess of Fortune. In course of time Sridatta grew up, and
though a Brahman, became matchless upon earth in the use
of weapons, and in boxing and wrestling.

Then Kalanemi's brother Vigatabhaya went to a
foreign land, having become desirous of visiting places of
pilgrimage, through sorrow for his wife, who had died of the
bite of a snake.

Moreover, the king of the land, Vallabhasakti, who
appreciated good qualities, made Sridatta the companion
of his son Vikrama^akti. So he had to live with a haughty
prince, as the impetuous Bhima lived in his youth with
Duryodhana. Then two Kshatriyas, natives of Avanti,
BahuiSalin and Vajramushti, became friends of that Brah-
man. And some other men from the Deccan, sons of
ministers, having been conquered by him in wrestling, re-
sorted to him out of spontaneous friendship, as they knew
how to value merit. Mahabala and Vyaghrabhata, and also
Upendrabala and a man named Nishthuraka, became his
friends. One day, as years rolled on, Sridatta, being in attend-
ance on the prince, went with him and those friends to sport on
the bank of the Ganges; then the prince's own servants made
him king, and at the same time Sridatta was chosen king by
his friends. This made the prince angry, and in overweening
confidence he at once challenged that Brahman hero to fight.
Then being conquered by him in wrestling, and so disgraced, he
made up his mind that this rising hero should be put to death.
But Sridatta found out that intention of the prince's, and
withdrew in alarm with those friends of his from his presence.

And as he was going along he saw in the middle of
the Ganges a woman being dragged under by the stream,
looking like the Goddess of Fortune in the middle of the
sea. And then he plunged in to puU her out of the water,
leaving BahuSalin and his five other friends on, the bank.

1 I.e. given by Fortune.